
Abstract: 

Ever since humans started thinking, they wanted to 

know the nature of things around. One way to         

understand objects is to see whether the object can 

be made out of smaller parts. These small parts can 

then be combined in different ways to form all the 

objects around us. Carrying on with this quest led to 

the   discovery of molecules, atoms, electrons,         

nucleus, protons, neutrons, quarks, etc., which at dif-

ferent times were thought to be elementary particles 

or building blocks of matter. How were they found?  

How small are these objects? Is there a limit to our 

looking at smaller objects? This enterprise has been a 

heroic one and has extended our horizons to           

undreamt of levels. Although it has been a curiosity 

driven pursuit, this has led to many technological 

spin-offs of practical benefit to the society. I shall try 

to give an overview of this quest in this lecture.  
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