
India, coming out of centuries of colonial rule seventy-five 
years ago, opted not only for a democra8c form of 
governance but also for Science and Technology for 
development. Though India has been able to build 
considerable S&T strengths during these decades and has 
addressed many of its problems, the economy of the country 
con8nues to remain that of a developing economy. In 
contrast, China has been able to li@ itself into the comity of 
developed na8ons in a short span of two decades. We argue 
that this has been made possible by China’s increasing 
investments in higher educa8on, research and development 
and technology-driven entrepreneurship.  India’s investments 
in these have been sub-cri8cal as compared to not only 
developed countries but also to China. India needs to 
augment these and as the Chinese experience has shown, the 
payback on these investments is quite fast.
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