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Abstract:

• The Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) International Observatory is a partnership between
China, India, Japan, Canada, the University of California and the California Institute of
Technology to build a next-generation 30-m telescope with powerful adaptive optics
systems and cutting-edge science instruments. It represents a gain of almost 200 times
in sensitivity over existing large telescopes. The science cases span the full cosmic
timeline from the first luminous objects in the Universe to our own Solar System, and
TMT might even yield the first detection of life elsewhere in the Universe. This talk is a
story of science, technology and people at the heart of this exciting new telescope.
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