
Project: Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO)
Prof. Somak Raychaudhury, Director, IUCAA, Pune
Panel Discussion: Leveraging collaboration for Indian science and industry

About the Panel Member:
• Somak Raychaudhury is the Director of the Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune, and is
the Chair of the TMT-India Project Management Board and the
LIGO-India Science Management Board. He graduated from
Presidency College, University of Calcutta, and University of
Oxford, UK. After his PhD from the University of Cambridge,
UK, he worked at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics, USA, where he was part of the team that built
the Chandra X-Ray Observatory for NASA. After faculty
positions at IUCAA, Pune and at the University of Birmingham,
UK, he was Dean of Sciences at Presidency University, Kolkata,
before his current position. His research involves a wide range
of topics in observational Cosmology and Astrophysics.


