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The making of Atal Tunnel under the Rohtang Pass 
 

Atal Tunnel has been constructed below the formidable Rohtang Pass, on the 
Manali Leh Highway, that remained closed for six months every year due to the pass 
being covered by heavy snow. The Tunnel connects Manali to Lahaul Valley 
throughout the year and reduces the road length of Manali - Leh road by 46 Kms. 
With a length of 9.02 Km, this is the longest tunnel in the world to have been 
constructed above an altitude of 10,000 feet. The construction has involved the 
excavation of 12 lac cum, use of over 12000 tons of steel, over 1,00,000 tons of 
concrete, and 1.7 lac tons of cement. Unique features and challenges of this 
engineering marvel will be presented. 

 

Lt Gen Harpal Singh, PVSM, AVSM, VSM, ADC Engineer in Chief, IHQ MoD 

 

Lt Gen Harpal Singh is an alumnus of National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla. He was 
commissioned into the Corps of Engineers of the Indian Army in December 1982. He is a graduate 
of Defence Services Staff College, Higher Defence Management Course, and National Defence 
College. His academic achievements include a double M. Tech from Virginia Tech (USA), Masters 
in Management Studies (Osmania University), and M. Phil (Madras University). He held many 
critical command appointments including command of Border Roads Task Force in the J&K 
valley, Chief Engineer of Project Dantak (BRO) in Bhutan, Chief Engineer (Navy), Mumbai, and 
Chief Engineer Eastern Command, Kolkata. He also held many prestigious staff appointments 
including Deputy Military Secretary at Central Command, Directing Staff at the College of 
Defence Management, Secunderabad, Additional Military Secretary, and Director General of 
Military Training at Army HQ. He is credited with the resurgence of the Border Roads 
Organisation as its Director General during 2018 – 2020. 

Date & Time: Friday, 24th September 2021, 4pm 
YouTube live-stream link: https://youtu.be/P8OJ5O99Nd8 


