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It is estimated that in 2019, 4.95 million deaths were associated
with resistant bacterial infections. This number will continue to
rise unless new antibiotics are developed. Despite the well-
defined unmet need, the pharmaceutical industry’s interest in
developing antibiotics is poor; new drugs must be kept in reserve
for the critically ill, [imiting the return on investment. Thus, the
onus of developing new antibiotics has shifted to small companies
and startups. Unfortunately, their efforts are not going to be
enough to avert the burgeoning public health crisis. Publicly
funded institutions urgently need to fill the gaps in the research
and development pipeline. Using an array of novel approaches,
direct and unconventional antibacterial therapies can be
developed efficiently. | will draw on my experiences from the
public and private sectors to make the case that drugs to combat

. _ antimicrobial resistance can be made in India, for the world.
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