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With the advent of planetary exploration our understanding of
solar system bodies has improved significantly. Astronomical
observations have now revealed a large number of stars
hosting planetary system with a wide variety of configurations.
A brief outline of the Indian contributions in the field of
planetary sciences, particularly in delineating the time scale of
events leading to the formation of the solar system will be
presented. Highlights of the Chandrayaan-1 mission, that
revealed a new face of the moon, the on-going Mars Orbiter
Mission and its science goals as well as long term Indian plans
for planetary exploration and the challenges ahead will be
discussed.
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