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Description

In the first space age (from the launch of Sputnik to the retiring of the space shuttle),
security concerns and prestige were primary drivers for national space endeavors. Today,
access to the vast material and energy resources of the inner solar system appears to be an
increasingly important motivation for space activity and a possible determinant of the
fortunes of nations. We will begin with an overview of the evolving narrative taking
place in the US, China, and other nations on the broader topic of space expansionism,
space industrialization, and Space Property Rights. We will introduce commercial and
national aspirations regarding Lunar and Asteroid Mining, Space Solar Power and the
current adequacy or inadequacy of governance with respect to such endeavors and the
potential for international friction. Moving from the broader international context, we
will then focus specifically on India, introducing the large-scale societal missions and
space vision by Dr. APJ Kalam, and more recent statements such as those by Dr.
Sivathanu Pillai about the ‘game-changing’ nature of lunar resources.
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