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What is Mathematics about? What does it  mean to say 
that some mathematical  objects exist? What is the 

meaning of `truth’ in mathematics? What is a proof? 
Why should we bel ieve in the result ing theorems? 

Foundational quest ions such as these have intr igued 
common people , as wel l  as mathematic ians and 

phi losophers, for ages. In this ta lk, we wil l  take a 
look at these quest ions, and at some of their suggested 

answers from ancient to modern t imes. 

Prof . Nit in Nitsure , an outstanding 
alumnus of TIFR, is accla imed for his lucid 

exposit ion of concepts in mathematics and their 
appl icat ions in other sciences. He is wel l  known 

for his research in Algebraic Geometry for which 
he has received various honours and recognit ions 

including the ICTP Mathematics Prize in 1997. 
He was elected as Fel low of the Indian Academy 

of Sciences, Bangalore in 2001. He is a member of 
the National Board for Higher Mathematics.
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