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About the Speaker:

• Professor K. VijayRaghavan is the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India,
succeeding Dr. R. Chidambaram on April 3, 2018 and the Chairperson of Prime Minister’s
Science, Technology & Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC). He was Secretary,
Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India from January 28, 2013 to
February 2, 2018.

• The Principal Scientific Adviser works with all arms of the Government, with our States,
our citizens, national and international agencies. The goal is that the benefits of science,
technology and innovation solutions reach the most needy, for the sustainable
development of India and for the well being of our planet.

• VijayRaghavan is also a Distinguished Professor at the National Centre of Biological
Sciences (NCBS), Tata Institute of Fundamental Research Bangalore (TIFR) and was the
NCBS Director till 2013. He studied Chemical Engineering at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, holds a Ph.D. in Molecular Biology from the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research was a Senior Research Fellow at the California Institute of
Technology. His research is on nerves and muscles and how complex behaviour emerges
during animal development.

• VijayRaghavan is a Fellow of the Indian Science Academies, the Royal Society, the
Academy of Medical Sciences (UK) and a Foreign Associate of the US National Academy
of Sciences. He was awarded the Padma Shri by the Government of India in 2013.


