
Tova Holmes, on behalf  
of the ATLAS Collaboration
SUSY 2017
12.11.2017

ATLAS searches for 
squarks and gluinos 
decaying to leptons

SUSY-2016-05

https://atlas.web.cern.ch/Atlas/GROUPS/PHYSICS/PAPERS/SUSY-2016-05/


T. Holmes, University of Chicago

What do our SUSY signals look like?

⊳ Small changes in models → different mass hierarchies 

⊳ Affects branching ratios for different final states 
⊳ To cover all SUSY scenarios, need to look at all of them!
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T. Holmes, University of Chicago

What do our SUSY signals look like?
⊳ Divide into final states (number of leptons) 

⊳ isolates types of backgrounds 
⊳ allows for special variables and background estimates
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What do the backgrounds look like?
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⊳ W+jets produces 1L events with ETmiss 

⊳ mT is a proxy for the invariant mass of ℓν from the W decay 
⊳ mT > W mass reduces this background

1L

SR SR

with b-veto



T. Holmes, University of Chicago

⊳ When b-tagging, semi-leptonic ttbar is dominant 
⊳ targets scenarios in which sparticles decay to third-generation quarks 

⊳ ttbar and W+jets backgrounds estimated using CRs at low meff (sum of 
ETmiss and jet and lepton pT)

What do the backgrounds look like?
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T. Holmes, University of Chicago

Signal region specialization

⊳ Additional SRs targeting different numbers of jets (≥2, 4-5, ≥6, ≥9)  
⊳ optimized for different mass hierarchies and decay chains
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What do the backgrounds look like?

⊳ 2L events come primarily 
from Z+jets decays 
⊳ no real ETmiss → cut on 

this to reduce 
⊳ a template method 

from photon+jets data 
is used to approximate
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T. Holmes, University of Chicago

What do the backgrounds look like?

⊳ Away from the Z-peak,  ttbar 
is the major contributor 
⊳ like 1L case, background 

is difficult to reduce 
⊳ exploit the flavor 

symmetric nature to 
estimate using eµ channel
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2L off-shell Z

Flavor symmetric backgrounds: 
ttbar, WW, Z→ττ 

- 
all produce a pair of flavor-

uncorrelated leptons 
1 ee : 1 µµ : 2 eµ

SR
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Signal region specialization

⊳ off-Z SRs target different mass splittings 
between gluino and neutralino
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off-shell Z

HT: 
scalar sum of pT 
of jets and two 
leading leptons

HT>0 GeV HT>400 GeV HT>700 GeV
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What do the backgrounds look like?

⊳ Primary background is dibosons 
⊳ WZ and ZZ events can both produce 3 real prompt lepton 

(+ ETmiss for WZ) 
⊳ ETmiss and njets cuts reduce this background 

⊳ Estimated using MC with validation regions close to the SRs
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T. Holmes, University of Chicago

What do the backgrounds look like?

⊳ SM backgrounds for SS leptons are much lower than OS 
⊳ main backgrounds dibosons and fake or non-prompt 

leptons in t/W/Z events 
⊳ cuts on njets and ETmiss reduce these backgrounds 

⊳ Fake leptons estimated from data using the matrix method
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Signal region specialization

⊳ Overall, the analysis has 19 SRs targeting 12 different processes!
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3L

SRs optimized for  
number of leptons,  
jets, b-jets, ETmiss,  
meff, and more!
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1L Exclusions
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⊳ excludes gluino masses up to 2.1 TeV, and squark masses up to 1.25 TeV 

⊳ excellent coverage even in the region of small neutralino-gluino Δm

m
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2L Exclusions
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⊳ excludes gluino masses up to 1.70 TeV, and squark masses up to 980 GeV 

⊳ still some uncovered space close to the diagonal

m



T. Holmes, University of Chicago

3L Exclusions
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⊳ excludes gluino masses up to 1.87 TeV, and squark masses up 
to 700 GeV (1.6 TeV in the model shown) 

⊳ large improvements over 2015 analyses

m
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Conclusions

⊳ Strong SUSY searches exclude gluinos past 2 
TeV and squarks nearly as massive 

⊳ Leptonic searches have helped extend these 
limits, covering many different possible mass 
hierarchies and possible decays 
⊳ Many more new limits — check out the public 

results for more: 
‣ 1 lepton, 2 lepton, 2 same-sign / 3 leptons
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q̃q̃, q̃→qχ̃
0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV, m(1st gen. q̃)=m(2nd gen. q̃) 1712.023321.57 TeVq̃

q̃q̃, q̃→qχ̃
0
1 (compressed) mono-jet 1-3 jets Yes 36.1 m(q̃)-m(χ̃

0
1)<5 GeV 1711.03301710 GeVq̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq̄χ̃
0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV 1712.023322.02 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqχ̃
±
1→qqW±χ̃

0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV, m(χ̃

±
)=0.5(m(χ̃

0
1)+m(g̃)) 1712.023322.01 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq̄(ℓℓ)χ̃
0
1

ee, µµ 2 jets Yes 14.7 m(χ̃
0
1)<300 GeV, 1611.057911.7 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq(ℓℓ/νν)χ̃
0
1

3 e, µ 4 jets - 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1706.037311.87 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqWZχ̃
0
1 0 7-11 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1) <400 GeV 1708.027941.8 TeVg̃

GMSB (ℓ̃ NLSP) 1-2 τ + 0-1 ℓ 0-2 jets Yes 3.2 1607.059792.0 TeVg̃

GGM (bino NLSP) 2 γ - Yes 36.1 cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm ATLAS-CONF-2017-0802.15 TeVg̃

GGM (higgsino-bino NLSP) γ 2 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=1700 GeV, cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm, µ>0 ATLAS-CONF-2017-0802.05 TeVg̃

Gravitino LSP 0 mono-jet Yes 20.3 m(G̃)>1.8 × 10−4 eV, m(g̃)=m(q̃)=1.5 TeV 1502.01518F1/2 scale 865 GeV

g̃g̃, g̃→bb̄χ̃
0
1 0 3 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<600 GeV 1711.019011.92 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→tt̄χ̃
0
1

0-1 e, µ 3 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)<200 GeV 1711.019011.97 TeVg̃

b̃1b̃1, b̃1→bχ̃
0
1 0 2 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<420 GeV 1708.09266950 GeVb̃1

b̃1b̃1, b̃1→tχ̃
±
1 2 e, µ (SS) 1 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV, m(χ̃

±
1 )= m(χ̃

0
1)+100 GeV 1706.03731275-700 GeVb̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bχ̃
±
1 0-2 e, µ 1-2 b Yes 4.7/13.3 m(χ̃

±
1 ) = 2m(χ̃

0
1), m(χ̃

0
1)=55 GeV 1209.2102, ATLAS-CONF-2016-077t̃1 117-170 GeV 200-720 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→Wbχ̃
0
1 or tχ̃

0
1

0-2 e, µ 0-2 jets/1-2 b Yes 20.3/36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=1 GeV 1506.08616, 1709.04183, 1711.11520t̃1 90-198 GeV 0.195-1.0 TeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→cχ̃
0
1 0 mono-jet Yes 36.1 m(t̃1)-m(χ̃

0
1)=5 GeV 1711.0330190-430 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1(natural GMSB) 2 e, µ (Z) 1 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)>150 GeV 1403.5222t̃1 150-600 GeV

t̃2 t̃2, t̃2→t̃1 + Z 3 e, µ (Z) 1 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1706.03986290-790 GeVt̃2

t̃2 t̃2, t̃2→t̃1 + h 1-2 e, µ 4 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1706.03986320-880 GeVt̃2

ℓ̃L,R ℓ̃L,R, ℓ̃→ℓχ̃
0
1 2 e, µ 0 Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)=0 ATLAS-CONF-2017-03990-500 GeVℓ̃

χ̃+
1
χ̃−

1 , χ̃
+

1→ℓ̃ν(ℓν̃) 2 e, µ 0 Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=0, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1 )) ATLAS-CONF-2017-039750 GeVχ̃±

1

χ̃±
1
χ̃∓

1 /χ̃
0
2, χ̃

+

1→τ̃ν(τν̃), χ̃
0
2→τ̃τ(νν̃) 2 τ - Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)=0, m(τ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1708.07875760 GeVχ̃±

1

χ̃±
1
χ̃0

2→ℓ̃Lνℓ̃Lℓ(ν̃ν), ℓν̃ℓ̃Lℓ(ν̃ν) 3 e, µ 0 Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1)) ATLAS-CONF-2017-0391.13 TeVχ̃±

1 , χ̃
0

2

χ̃±
1
χ̃0

2→Wχ̃
0
1Zχ̃

0
1

2-3 e, µ 0-2 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, ℓ̃ decoupled ATLAS-CONF-2017-039580 GeVχ̃±

1 , χ̃
0

2

χ̃±
1
χ̃0

2→Wχ̃
0
1h χ̃

0
1, h→bb̄/WW/ττ/γγ e, µ, γ 0-2 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, ℓ̃ decoupled 1501.07110χ̃±

1 , χ̃
0

2 270 GeV

χ̃0
2
χ̃0

3, χ̃
0
2,3 →ℓ̃Rℓ 4 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
2)=m(χ̃

0
3), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

0
2)+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1405.5086χ̃0

2,3 635 GeV

GGM (wino NLSP) weak prod., χ̃
0
1→γG̃ 1 e, µ + γ - Yes 20.3 cτ<1 mm 1507.05493W̃ 115-370 GeV

GGM (bino NLSP) weak prod., χ̃
0
1→γG̃ 2 γ - Yes 36.1 cτ<1 mm ATLAS-CONF-2017-0801.06 TeVW̃

Direct χ̃
+

1
χ̃−

1 prod., long-lived χ̃
±
1 Disapp. trk 1 jet Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

±
1 )-m(χ̃

0
1)∼160 MeV, τ(χ̃

±
1 )=0.2 ns 1712.02118460 GeVχ̃±

1

Direct χ̃
+

1
χ̃−

1 prod., long-lived χ̃
±
1 dE/dx trk - Yes 18.4 m(χ̃

±
1 )-m(χ̃

0
1)∼160 MeV, τ(χ̃

±
1 )<15 ns 1506.05332χ̃±

1 495 GeV

Stable, stopped g̃ R-hadron 0 1-5 jets Yes 27.9 m(χ̃
0
1)=100 GeV, 10 µs<τ(g̃)<1000 s 1310.6584g̃ 850 GeV

Stable g̃ R-hadron trk - - 3.2 1606.051291.58 TeVg̃

Metastable g̃ R-hadron dE/dx trk - - 3.2 m(χ̃
0
1)=100 GeV, τ>10 ns 1604.045201.57 TeVg̃

Metastable g̃ R-hadron, g̃→qqχ̃
0
1

displ. vtx - Yes 32.8 τ(g̃)=0.17 ns, m(χ̃
0
1) = 100 GeV 1710.049012.37 TeVg̃

GMSB, stable τ̃, χ̃
0
1→τ̃(ẽ, µ̃)+τ(e, µ) 1-2 µ - - 19.1 10<tanβ<50 1411.6795χ̃0

1 537 GeV

GMSB, χ̃
0
1→γG̃, long-lived χ̃

0
1

2 γ - Yes 20.3 1<τ(χ̃
0
1)<3 ns, SPS8 model 1409.5542χ̃0

1 440 GeV

g̃g̃, χ̃
0
1→eeν/eµν/µµν displ. ee/eµ/µµ - - 20.3 7 <cτ(χ̃

0
1)< 740 mm, m(g̃)=1.3 TeV 1504.05162χ̃0

1 1.0 TeV

LFV pp→ν̃τ + X, ν̃τ→eµ/eτ/µτ eµ,eτ,µτ - - 3.2 λ′311=0.11, λ132/133/233=0.07 1607.080791.9 TeVν̃τ

Bilinear RPV CMSSM 2 e, µ (SS) 0-3 b Yes 20.3 m(q̃)=m(g̃), cτLS P<1 mm 1404.2500q̃, g̃ 1.45 TeV

χ̃+
1
χ̃−

1 , χ̃
+

1→Wχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1→eeν, eµν, µµν 4 e, µ - Yes 13.3 m(χ̃

0
1)>400GeV, λ12k!0 (k = 1, 2) ATLAS-CONF-2016-0751.14 TeVχ̃±

1

χ̃+
1
χ̃−

1 , χ̃
+

1→Wχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1→ττνe, eτντ 3 e, µ + τ - Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)>0.2×m(χ̃

±
1 ), λ133!0 1405.5086χ̃±

1 450 GeV

g̃g̃, g̃→qqχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1 → qqq 0 4-5 large-R jets - 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)=1075 GeV SUSY-2016-221.875 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→tt̄χ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1 → qqq 1 e, µ 8-10 jets/0-4 b - 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)= 1 TeV, λ112!0 1704.084932.1 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→t̃1t, t̃1→bs 1 e, µ 8-10 jets/0-4 b - 36.1 m(t̃1)= 1 TeV, λ323!0 1704.084931.65 TeVg̃

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bs 0 2 jets + 2 b - 36.7 1710.07171100-470 GeVt̃1 480-610 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bℓ 2 e, µ 2 b - 36.1 BR(t̃1→be/µ)>20% 1710.055440.4-1.45 TeVt̃1

Scalar charm, c̃→cχ̃
0
1 0 2 c Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV 1501.01325c̃ 510 GeV

Mass scale [TeV]10−1 1

√
s = 7, 8 TeV

√
s = 13 TeV

ATLAS SUSY Searches* - 95% CL Lower Limits
December 2017

ATLAS Preliminary
√

s = 7, 8, 13 TeV

*Only a selection of the available mass limits on new states or
phenomena is shown. Many of the limits are based on
simplified models, c.f. refs. for the assumptions made.
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q̃q̃, q̃→qχ̃
0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV, m(1st gen. q̃)=m(2nd gen. q̃) 1712.023321.57 TeVq̃

q̃q̃, q̃→qχ̃
0
1 (compressed) mono-jet 1-3 jets Yes 36.1 m(q̃)-m(χ̃

0
1)<5 GeV 1711.03301710 GeVq̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq̄χ̃
0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV 1712.023322.02 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqχ̃
±
1→qqW±χ̃

0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV, m(χ̃

±
)=0.5(m(χ̃

0
1)+m(g̃)) 1712.023322.01 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq̄(ℓℓ)χ̃
0
1

ee, µµ 2 jets Yes 14.7 m(χ̃
0
1)<300 GeV, 1611.057911.7 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq(ℓℓ/νν)χ̃
0
1

3 e, µ 4 jets - 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1706.037311.87 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqWZχ̃
0
1 0 7-11 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1) <400 GeV 1708.027941.8 TeVg̃

GMSB (ℓ̃ NLSP) 1-2 τ + 0-1 ℓ 0-2 jets Yes 3.2 1607.059792.0 TeVg̃

GGM (bino NLSP) 2 γ - Yes 36.1 cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm ATLAS-CONF-2017-0802.15 TeVg̃

GGM (higgsino-bino NLSP) γ 2 jets Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=1700 GeV, cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm, µ>0 ATLAS-CONF-2017-0802.05 TeVg̃

Gravitino LSP 0 mono-jet Yes 20.3 m(G̃)>1.8 × 10−4 eV, m(g̃)=m(q̃)=1.5 TeV 1502.01518F1/2 scale 865 GeV

g̃g̃, g̃→bb̄χ̃
0
1 0 3 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<600 GeV 1711.019011.92 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→tt̄χ̃
0
1

0-1 e, µ 3 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)<200 GeV 1711.019011.97 TeVg̃

b̃1b̃1, b̃1→bχ̃
0
1 0 2 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<420 GeV 1708.09266950 GeVb̃1

b̃1b̃1, b̃1→tχ̃
±
1 2 e, µ (SS) 1 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV, m(χ̃

±
1 )= m(χ̃

0
1)+100 GeV 1706.03731275-700 GeVb̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bχ̃
±
1 0-2 e, µ 1-2 b Yes 4.7/13.3 m(χ̃

±
1 ) = 2m(χ̃

0
1), m(χ̃

0
1)=55 GeV 1209.2102, ATLAS-CONF-2016-077t̃1 117-170 GeV 200-720 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→Wbχ̃
0
1 or tχ̃

0
1

0-2 e, µ 0-2 jets/1-2 b Yes 20.3/36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=1 GeV 1506.08616, 1709.04183, 1711.11520t̃1 90-198 GeV 0.195-1.0 TeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→cχ̃
0
1 0 mono-jet Yes 36.1 m(t̃1)-m(χ̃

0
1)=5 GeV 1711.0330190-430 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1(natural GMSB) 2 e, µ (Z) 1 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)>150 GeV 1403.5222t̃1 150-600 GeV

t̃2 t̃2, t̃2→t̃1 + Z 3 e, µ (Z) 1 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1706.03986290-790 GeVt̃2

t̃2 t̃2, t̃2→t̃1 + h 1-2 e, µ 4 b Yes 36.1 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1706.03986320-880 GeVt̃2

ℓ̃L,R ℓ̃L,R, ℓ̃→ℓχ̃
0
1 2 e, µ 0 Yes 36.1 m(χ̃

0
1)=0 ATLAS-CONF-2017-03990-500 GeVℓ̃
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*Only a selection of the available mass limits on new states or
phenomena is shown. Many of the limits are based on
simplified models, c.f. refs. for the assumptions made.
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1)<300 GeV, 1611.057911.7 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq(ℓℓ/νν)χ̃
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1)=0 GeV 1706.037311.87 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqWZχ̃
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