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About this issue
by Profs. S. Damle, D. Sharma and P. Apte



List of initial IAE talks



How is ASET doing?
u 930 colloquia since 2002 - did not have this information for the earlier 

period L.
u ASET speakers included Nobel Laureates, Field Medallist, Padma 

awardees, FRSs, Shanti Swarup  awardees, heads of Institutions, 
national icons and other highly distinguished personalities  - some 
became famous after their ASET talks 😀.

u Almost all the presentation materials, Podcasts, video recordings of 
most of them were archived.

u Many talks led to further fruitful engagements and collaborations with 
TIFR colleagues.

u All formalities, procedures and guidelines for smooth functioning of 
ASET events are in place.



List of ASET Colloquia



Hall of Fame* 😄
u Arnab Bhattacharya (7)
u Hemant Adarkar (7)
u M.N. Vahia (6)
u Vidita Vaidya (6)
u Vivek Datar (5)
u C.S. Unnikrishnan (5)
u Sukant Saran (4)
u Deepak Mathur (4)
u B. Satyanarayana (5)

u Maximum speaker suggestions: 37 (by Vivek Datar)
*Statistics since Jan 2002



ASET’s Logo by Sukant Saran



ASET’s web page 
by Piyush Verma and Ravindra Shinde



ASET’s PODCAST



ASET’s Indico 



ASET’s Zoom



ASET’s YouTube Channel



ASET’s Facebook



ASET’s Twitter by Kishore Menon



ASET’s Blogs
by Anand Kant Das and Biswarup Mukhopadhyay



ASET Posters by Kishore Menon 



ASET souvenirs 
u Thanks to TIFR Archives, PRO, Photography exhibitions and others.



Bhabha Centenary Programme



List of HBBCCAL speakers
1. Prof. Yasuo Arai, KEK, Japan
2. Prof. Manjul Bhargava, Princeton University, CMI and TIFR
3. Mr. Som Mittal, President, NASSCOM
4. Prof. J.B.Joshi, Director, Institute of Chemical Technology, Mumbai
5. Prof. Govind Swarup, FRS, TIFR
6. Prof. Atsuto Suzuki, Director General, KEK, Japan
7. Dr. B.N.Suresh, Director, Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology, Thiruvananthapuram
8. Prof. M.V. Pitke, IIIT, Bangalore
9. Prof. E.C. George Sudarshan, University of Texas, USA
10.Dr. Sam Pitroda, Chair, National Knowledge Commission
11.Dr Arvind Gupta, Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi
12.Dr. T. Ramasami, Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Science & Technology
13.Dr. R. Ramachandran, Associate Editor (Science), Frontline
14.Prof. Thomas E. Wellems, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, USA
15.Prof. B.V.Sreekantan, Prof. Devendra Lal and Prof. R.Vijayaraghavan
16.Dr. Chris Bowler, Tara Expeditions
17.Dr. B.K. Goyal, Director, Cardiology, Bombay Hospital
18.Dr. R.A. Mashelkar, Bhatnagar Fellow
19.Dr. R.Chidambaram, Principal Scientific Advisor, Government of India
20.Dr. Samir K. Brahmachari, Director General, CSIR and Secretary, DSIR
21.Dr. K.B. Sainis, Director, Bio-Medical Group, BARC
22.Mr. Kewal Nohria, Advisor, Crompton Greaves Ltd. 
23.Prof. Ada Yonath, NL, Weizmann Institute of Scinece, Rehovot, Israel
24.Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Member, Planning Commission



ASET’s Collaborations and joint events
u NSF Colloquium
u Public Lectures
u Chai and Why?
u Department Seminars
u Department Annual Talks
u TIFR Committee for Gender Harmony (TCGC)
u Indian Physics Association (IPA)
u The Gender in Physics Working Group (GIPWG)
u TIFR Organised Conferences
u IEEE and its Societies
u Amateur Music Association (AMA)
u TIFR Sports Club
u Industries



Special Annual ASET Colloquia
u National Technology Day (May 11)
u Engineer’s Day (September 15)
u International Women’s Day (March 8)
u International Day for Women & Girls in Science (February 11)



ASET Colloquia series
u GMRT/NCRA (Twice), Pune
u Grapes, Ooty
u HEGRO, Pachmarhi
u HAGAR, Hanle
u ASTROSAT, Mumbai
u BFH, Hyderabad



Archives’ exhibit by Oindrila Raychaudhuri (L)
Event poster for ASET@30 celebrations (R)



u 2.00 - 2.30: Welcome, Inauguration and Reminiscences

u Session I:  Chair: R.K.Manchanda
u 2.30 - 3.00: M. Deshmukh (Experimental tools and techniques 

to explore condensed matter systems)
u 3.00 - 3.30: S. Maiti (Not just cheaper. Better)
u 3.30 - 4.00: N.K. Mondal (Development of Detector & 

Instrumentation for High Energy Physics Research at TIFR)

u 4.00 - 4.30: High Tea

u Session II: Chair: S.V.K.Kumar
u 4.30 - 5.00: R.G. Pillay (In-house developments for heavy ion 

accelerator facility)
u 5.00 - 5.30: J. Radhakrishnan (Trust and verify)
u 5.30 - 6.00: B.J. Rao (ASET-30 years: Biology Programme)
u 6.00 - 6.30: K.P. Singh (Astronomy from Outer Space at TIFR)

ASET@30 Programme
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Message from Prof. Deepak Mathur
“Many congratulations to ASET on it's 40th birthday! Its enduring success owes immensely to your 
tenacity and determination.  Alas, I shall not be able to personally attend the birthday party but I do 
promise to request you and Parag Shah for a slot to give an ASET talk later in the year”.



Prof. Dinesh Sharma
“I am afraid I shall not be able to attend in person. I shall join in VC mode through Zoom, though. I have a 
lab from 2 to 5 and a lecture from 5:30 to 7:00 PM. But I'll sneak out from the lab at 4:00 PM to join 
through the link. I'll have to sign out by 5:20 or so.

Since I shall not be able to do it in person, let me express through this message, my appreciation for your 
efforts to keep this colloquium active and relevant for so long”!



Message from Prof. SVK Kumar
“Thanks for the invitation. It is really nice of both of you to have thought of 40 years of celebration of the 
ASET forum. I am happy that it has come a long way from what was started by Prof. Damle (if my memory 
serves me right) to Prof. Apte, to me, Krishnan, ... to Satya and now to Parag to continue the 
responsibility. I am sorry that I will not be able to be present physically in AG66 on 28th March but would 
participate as I usually do via the Zoom link. With best wishes to both of you and for the celebrations”.



Message from Prof. Alak Ray
“Congratulations on the final event of the  celebrations of ASET@40.

I have enormously enjoyed the  multiple  range of  talks organized under ASET for several decades now. 
And I continue to look forward to the future  talks in this series. ASET serves not only the originally 
intended  areas of Instrumentation and Electronics, but by covering multiple  range of topics, humanities 
and social Sciences and music and art, medicine and current affairs, it is an island of excellence in letters, 
art and humanities  in an otherwise nearly  completely scientific  research institute. It thus fulfills the 
need and important  role in a Deemed University  that TIFR is, for its students, faculty and the technical 
and administrative  staff. 

I am happy to  note that ASET has emerged as an institution in itself in areas beyond science, comparable 
to or even beyond the wide variety of  topics and talks covered by other eminent and veteran institutions 
in Mumbai, such as the  Asiatic Society of Mumbai, whose programs I have the privilege of enjoying from 
time to time (when they are not  clashing with  ASET colloquia. 😄 ).

Unfortunately, I will  not be able to  come on the  28th March, as most likely I shall be on long distance 
travel on that day. But I wish you all good things on this  happy occasion”.



Message from Prof. Devendra Ojha
“Congratulations for the successful celebrations of the year-long ASET@40 which started in March 2023. 
Thank you very much for your continuous effort and dedication in making ASET forum our very successful 
colloquium series. ASET has provided a common platform for Engineers and Scientists working in various 
fields of science, engineering and instrumentation to share their knowledge and discuss the recent 
engineering trends in building instruments for research in these fields. Thanks for giving an opportunity 
to our engineers from DAA and Balloon Facility to present their work during ASET colloquia which helped 
them a lot to grow in technical aspects of their fields. Congratulations again for all your effort and 
dedication”.



Message from Prof. R.K. Manchanda
“Congratulations Satya. It was a great effort you put in so long specially in the early days. I was cosmic ray 
seminar coordinator in late 60’s and first hand know how difficult it was, even though half of TIFR faculty 
was working in cosmic rays. If I recall right, Seeds for technical colloquium got sown very early due to 
puritan nature of the physics colloquia. We four Damle, Agrawal, George Jeseph and myself shared room 
in early days. George and Agrawal would leave by 6 O clock buses while Damle would leave at 8 or later. I 
being the youngest and hostel resident was always on the receiving end of his frustrations in evenings 
whether it was his thesis, as prof Menon was taking his own sweet time or we were instrument builders 
and were not respected by the so called physicists. This dialog continued all through until his retirement. 
His thoughts were further strengthened when a new PARC faculty was created and our seniors were not 
made members of the physics faculty. That is why when the time came and our new X-ray and gamma 
rays program became successful and we got some visibility, that earlier avatar of ASET was born”.



Message from Prof. A.K. Nigam
I am sorry that I could not attend the ASET@40 celebration last week, as I was preoccupied with some 
personal visitors. Otherwise, I would have loved to attend it physically at TIFR.

I am very happy to note that ASET Colloquia is celebrating its 40th anniversary on 28th March 2024. My 
heartiest congratulations to the to the teams (both present and past) for the successful organization of 
colloquia under ASET Forum. It started (as IAE Colloquia) with the idea of creating a platform to report 
and discuss the development in Scientific instrumentation at the institute, which over a period of time, 
attained a much broader format to include wide range of topics of interest to the institute community. 
The highly successful journey of ASET Forum of 40 years is commendable, and I wish it every success in 
the years to come.

Your passionate involvement and effort are particularly noteworthy.



Message from Prof. Gautam Mandal
“Congratulations, Satyanarayana !
You have enriched the ASET colloquium magnificently. Some of the best colloquia I have attended in TIFR 
are from this forum”.



Message from Mr. Kishore Menon
“I extend my heartfelt thanks for the invitation to the event on 28th March. Unfortunately, I will be out of 
India during that period and cannot attend. However, I am truly honoured to have been invited. My best 
wishes to you and the entire ASET team for carrying the legacy of ASET for over four decades. I am certain 
it will be a valuable gathering, bringing back many memories, some of which I was also involved in. 
Wishing you and the team all the best”.



Message from Dr. Anand Kant Das
“Over the last four decades, ASET has orchestrated talks that have propelled the frontiers of knowledge 
forward. A testament to its enduring legacy, ASET has nurtured a community of scholars, thinkers and 
researchers, each contributing to the rich tapestry of human achievement. I commend Satya and his 
team for taking the legacy forward. I also congratulate his predecessors—three cheers to ASET”.



Looking forward to ASET@50 💐

B. Satyanarayana
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research

Thank you 🙏


